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SAN DIEGO - North Bay  
INTRO –  

Good Morning/Afternoon Ladies and 
Gentlemen, my name is _____, I will be your 
tour guide for today! On behalf of myself and 
the rest of the crew, we appreciate you being 
our guest on the best harbor cruise this 
beautiful bay has to offer!  

Today you become part of a century old 
lineage that began in 1915 with 50 cent tours 
on this exact bay. This tour has been part of 
San Diego since even longer than the Padres, 
longer than parking meters, even longer than 
suntan lotion existed.  For the next hour, we 
will be traversing the North end of San Diego 
Bay, passed the airport, out towards Point 
Loma, and North Island Naval Air Station 
before returning. Along the way we will see 
many areas of interest, getting some fun facts 
and a handful of San Diego history as well. 
Don’t forget to tag us in your pictures on 
social, FlagshipSD or you can search for us, 
Flagship Cruises & Events. 

Before we get any farther though, there are 
some things that you must be made aware of.  
This is a Coast Guard inspected passenger 
carrying vessel and conforming to the rules we 
have life jackets for all passengers. They are 
located above the windows on the two decks 
with windows. Child size is 90 pounds or less.  

Being family owned & operated – we partner 
with other local organizations within San Diego 
such as Feeding San Diego. Each one of you is 
helping with feeding those that are less 
fortunate. A portion of your purchases today 

will help in providing over 26 million meals to 
the community every year. 

As you may have seen, we are following all the 
necessary guidelines & requirements regarding 
safety & sanitation set by the CDC to ensure 
that you stay healthy. Please enjoy the extra 
room around you and respect 6’ social 
distancing. 

CRUISE SHIP TERMINAL –  

On your right (starboard) side you will see The 
Port of San Diego two cruise ship terminals. 
San Diego is the fourth largest port in the sate 
and is one of the best cruise ship ports in the 
United States because of its proximity to 
downtown. The majority of cruise ships dock 
at the larger B-Street Pier & Cruise Ship 
Terminal to the north. Our second terminal, 
the Port Pavilion on Broadway Pier, handles 
cruise ships on ports of call, is a venue for 
special events and allows for public waterfront 
access.  Each pier is 1,000 feet long.  

MARITIME MUSEUM OF SAN DIEGO – 

Here we have The Maritime Museum of San 
Diego.  The museum was established in 1948 
and preserves one of the largest collections of 
historic sea vessels in the United States.  The 
centerpiece of their collection is the Star of 
India, an 1863 iron merchant bark.  Other 
noteworthy vessels here are the HMS Surprise, 
a replica of a Royal Navy frigate that was used 
in the films Master and Commander and 
Pirates of the Caribbean.  The newest ship 
here is the San Salvador; a replica of Juan 
Rodriguez Cabrillo’s galleon which first 
discovered San Diego in 1542.  The replica was 
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built using sixteenth century shipbuilding 
techniques and took four years to complete.  
The museum also maintains the MacMullen 
Library and Research Archives aboard the 1898 
ferryboat Berkeley.  

COAST GUARD STATION – 

Here on our starboard side, is the Coast Guard 
Air Station San Diego. They operate three MH-
60T Jayhawk helicopters on Search and Rescue 
missions from this ramp.  Adjacent to the Air 
Station is Sector San Diego which houses a mix 
of Utility Boats, rigid hull inflatable boats (also 
known as RHIB’s), and Special Purpose Craft 
used for maritime law enforcement.  As one of 
the busiest ports on the West Coast, San Diego 
has a constant Coast Guard and Homeland 
Security presence on the bay. Just like 
Flagship, the United States Coast Guard was 
created in 1915 by merging the US Life Saving 
Service & the US Revenue Cutter Service.   

SAN DIEGO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT – 

Behind the Coast Guard Station, you can see 
the San Diego International Airport, formerly 
known as Lindbergh Field.  San Diego is the 
largest metropolitan area in the United States 
that is not an airline hub. In 2019, traffic here 
exceeded 25 million passengers.  While 
primarily serving domestic traffic, San Diego 
does offer nonstop international flights to 
destinations in Canada, Germany, Japan, 
Mexico, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom.  
This is the busiest single runway airport in the 
United States and third-busiest single runway 
in the world, behind Mumbai and London 
Gatwick. 

HARBOR ISLAND – 

The land here on the right is Harbor Island.  It 
is not actually an island at all, but a man-made 

peninsula created in 1961 from the dredging of 
the channel to make room for the latest 
Forrestal class Aircraft carriers of the time.  
The “island” two miles long and only a few 
hundred feet wide.  It houses several marinas, 
restaurants, two high-rise hotels and a park.  
The far end is the home of Tom Hamm’s 
Lighthouse. This is a restaurant with a charted, 
registered lighthouse on top.  

MARINE CORPS RECRUIT DEPOT (MCRD) – 

The waterway to the right, after the end of 
Harbor Island, was dredged out in the 1930's. 
This leads to the former Naval Training Center 
(NTC) and the Marine Corps Recruit Depot 
(MCRD). MCRD was first commissioned as the 
Marine Barracks San Diego in 1921 and in 1923 
it became the Marine Corps' recruit training 
center for the western United States.  The 
structures here are designed in the Spanish 
Colonial Revival style echoing the buildings of 
the 1915 Panama-California Exposition and the 
base and its original buildings are now on 
the National Register of Historic Places.  Over 
21,000 recruits are trained here each year. The 
Depot also is the home to the Marine 
Corps' Recruiter School and Western 
Recruiting Region's Drill Instructors School. 

NAVAL TRAINING CENTER (NTC) – 

As mentioned, San Diego was the site of the 
Panama-California Exposition between 1915-
1917, at what is now Balboa Park. The 
buildings created for the exposition are now 
museums, but when the expo closed the city 
leased the buildings to the Navy for a dollar a 
year. The buildings became the Naval Training 
Center. The Navy moved from Balboa Park to 
this area in 1923 and over the years trained 
millions of sailors. Unfortunately, NTC was 
closed in 1997 and the land was gifted to the 



3 
 

local community. Renamed "Liberty Station", it 
is now a mixed-use development with an artist 
district, retail space, restaurants, schools, 
homes, and park space along the boat channel.  
Just like MCRD, the original buildings here are 
listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

SHELTER ISLAND – 

Shelter Island is the piece of land on our 
starboard side. Just like Harbor Island, it is not 
an actual island but is connected to the 
mainland by a narrow strip of land. It was 
originally a sandbank in San Diego Bay, visible 
only at low tide. It was built up into dry land 
using material dredged from the bay in 
1934.  It was developed in the 1950s and 
contains hotels, restaurants, marinas, and 
public parkland.  The island provides shelter 
for three yacht clubs and is deep enough to 
accommodate super yachts so, logically it was 
named Shelter Island.  

NAVAL STATION POINT LOMA / SCRIPPS PIER 
-  

The pier here is part of the Nimitz Marine 
Facility and is the home port and technical 
support center for the Scripps Institute of 
Oceanography research fleet.  Flagship is a 
proud partner of the ocean experts at Birch 
Aquarium at Scripps for our seasonal whale 
watching cruises as they provide the 
Naturalists that guide our vessels along the 
path of the longest mammal migration in the 
world, the California Grey Whale! 

On the far side of the pier is FLIP, which stands 
for Floating Instrument Platform. FLIP is not a 
ship, but a 355-foot-long research platform 
operated by Scripps Oceanography for the US 
Navy.  The platform can be towed out to sea in 
its horizontal position and then “flipped” 90 

degrees, leaving only the 55-foot platform 
above water.  FLIP was built in 1962 to help 
study long-range sound transmissions for 
submarine warfare, but recently has been used 
to support research in geophysics, 
meteorology, oceanography, and other 
scientific fields. 

Behind FLIP is a large concrete building.  This is 
part of the Naval Information Warfare 
Systems Command, previously called the 
Space and Naval Warfare System Command 
(SPAW AR) but was changed in 2019 to better 
align its identity with their mission.  
NAVWARSYSCOM is the Navy's technical 
authority and acquisition command and 
supports over 150 programs for Command, 
Control, Communications, Computers, 
Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance, 
including business information technology and 
space systems.  

One of those programs takes place at the 
group grid like pens to the west.  This is the US 
Navy Marine Mammal Program.  Here, they 
train marine mammals to perform tasks for 
ship and harbor protection including mine 
detection and clearance and equipment 
recovery.  The program was started back in 
1960 and these animals have been deployed 
for use in combat zones during the Vietnam 
and Iraq Wars.  There are currently five marine 
mammal teams, comprised primarily of bottle 
nose dolphins and California sea lions each 
trained for a specific type of mission. Dolphins 
have natural sonar and can find things in 
murky water a human mammal could never 
find. 

To our right there is another “T” shaped pier 
with plumbing in the air. This is the refueling 
pier, and the orange barrier in the water is to 
surround the ship transferring fuel to ensure 
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no spillage in the bay. The area behind the pier 
was deeded by the Army to the Navy in 1901.  
This 360-acre parcel was commissioned in 
1904 as the La Playa Coaling Station and is the 
oldest land-based Navy operation in San Diego. 

BAIT BARGES –  

Next, we can a couple strings of floating docks, 
out here in the middle of the bay.  These are 
the bait tanks for fishing vessels leaving the 
harbor and are loaded with anchovies and 
sardines. They typically sell 19 tons of bait a 
day during the fishing season. It is typical to 
find California sea lions lounging here. Unlike 
their working cousins that we passed a couple 
piers ago, these are an opportunistic group, 
and feel this sun lounge and free food is here 
for them!  Sea lions are different from seals. A 
sea lion has flaps on their ears, and rigidity in 
their forward flippers; a seal has neither. A 
large male sea lion can get up to 800 pounds, 
whereas a 300-pound seal is a very large seal. 

SUBMARINE BASE –  

Naval Submarine Base San Diego is on the 
right, behind the homeland security barrier. 
This area, known as Ballast Point, is part of 
Naval Base Point Loma and was opened in 
1959 when Fort Rosecrans was turned over by 
the Army. There are five Los Angeles class, 
nuclear powered, fast attack boats assigned to 
this base. The L.A. class subs are 352 ft long 
and have a crew of 133 sailors.  Here you can 
also see ARDM-5, known as Arco, at Medium 
Auxiliary Repair Dry Dock and the only sailor-
operated and maintained dry dock facility in 
the Navy. 

Behind the submarine base is the Naval Base 
Point Loma Submarine Learning Center, Fleet 
& Family Support, Community Recreation 
Center and Navy Exchange. And, at the top of 

the hill is Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery.  
Established in 1882, the cemetery was placed 
on the National Register of Historic Places in 
2016.   

POINT LOMA LIGHTHOUSE / CABRILLO 
NATIONAL MONUMENT –  

The top of Point Loma is the location of the 
Cabrillo National Monument and the old Point 
Loma Lighthouse.  This is part of the National 
Park Service. The view from the top is 
spectacular. They have movies depicting the 
discovery of San Diego and the whaling 
industry in San Diego Bay.  

The old lighthouse was lit for the first time on 
November 15th, 1855 at sunset.  While in 
operation the lighthouse had the highest 
elevation of any lighthouse in the United 
States.[9] However, the location on top of a 
400-foot cliff meant that fog and low clouds 
often obscured the light from the view of 
ships. On foggy nights, the lighthouse keeper 
would sometimes discharge a shotgun to warn 
ships away. On March 23, 1891, the flame was 
permanently extinguished and the light was 
replaced by the New Point Loma lighthouse at 
a lower elevation down the hill at only 88’ 
above the water. 

As we come about to return to the pier, look 
out to sea. This is the only entrance and exit to 
and from San Diego Bay. The two islands to the 
west are the Coronado Islands and they are 
part of Mexico.  

CORONADO –  

The land on the starboard side is North Island. 
This implies there must be a South Island, but 
it was renamed Coronado Island back in the 
1880's, by the residents.  Back then, when San 
Diego was becoming a popular tourist 
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destination, North Island was still separated 
from South Island by a strip of water called, 
the Spanish Bight.   A "bight" is a naturally 
occurring body of water bounded by a bend or 
curve in the shoreline.  The bight was filled, 
beginning in 1943, to provide better access to 
North Island and the need for expanding 
military facilities.  

NAVAL STATION NORTH ISLAND –  

North Island's history as a military base started 
in 1917 during World War I, when the land was 
purchased from John D. Speckles, the sugar 
king. The 1,232 acres of North Island was split 
between the army and the navy. It became 
Rockwell Army Airfield, and North Island Naval 
Air Station. There was a disagreement of who 
should run it, and the President of these 
United States, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, (a 
former under-secretary of the Navy), solved it. 
The Navy has been there ever since, and the 
Army has not returned. In 1963, the station 
was granted official recognition as the 
"Birthplace of Naval Aviation" by resolution of 
the House Armed Services Committee.  

The homeland security barrier you see here 
surrounds a basin with room for four Nimitz 
class aircraft carriers. The Nimitz class carriers 
average 1,092 ft long, with a 252 ft beam and 
24 stories tall from the keel to top of the mast. 
They have a crew of approximately 6 thousand 
and carry 80-85 attack and fighter aircraft.  

USS MIDWAY MUSEUM –  

The only carrier you can visit to really see how 
large these carriers are, is the USS Midway, CV-
412 on the right.  The USS Midway was the 
longest serving aircraft carriers of the 20th 
century.  Named after the Battle of the 
Midway of June 1942, the Midway was built in 
only 17 months, but missed serving in World 

War II by only one week.  Midway served on 
the east coast for ten years before making her 
way to the Pacific.  After several notable 
missions, she was decommissioned in 1992 
and held in storage in Bremerton, Washington 
until being donated to the San Diego Aircraft 
Carrier Museum organization in 2003.  It was 
opened as the USS Midway Museum in 2004. 

 

Thank you for coming with us today on our trip 
around the northern section of San Diego Bay!  
I hope you had fun and gained some 
knowledge and history of our fair city. If you’ve 
enjoyed your time with us, we would love a 
review on Yelp where you can also receive a 
coupon for a future trip. If you didn’t, please let 
us know how we can make it right. When we 
dock, please deposit all trash in the receptacles 
provided on all decks. Please take a minute to 
look around you; do not forget to take all 
phones, cameras, purses, backpacks, and 
children with you. Once again, thank you and I 
will be on the dock as you leave if you have 
questions. 
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SAN DIEGO - South Bay  
CORONADO FERRY LANDING –  

On our starboard side will see Coronado 
Island. If you were just with us on our North 
Bay tour, you might remember that Coronado 
never really was an actual island but what is 
known as a “tied island” as it has always been 
connected to the mainland by a thin strip of 
land called the Silver Strand. We’ll get to more 
on this as we get farther south. Right here you 
can see the Coronado Ferry Landing.  Flagship 
is proud to have operated the San Diego-
Coronado ferry for over 105 years now and 
this waterfront shopping center is its hub.  
With art galleries, apparel retailers, fine dining 
& casual eateries, the ferry landing is a great 
place to spend an afternoon.  You can get back 
& forth from the dock we just left every hour 
on our ferries for $5 each way. 

SAN DIEGO - CORONADO BAY BRIDGE -  

Coming up, you can see the Coronado Bay 
Bridge.  This bridge is 2.12 miles long and has 
an average traffic of eight-thousand cars per 
day.  You can see that instead of a straight 
connection, the bridge is curved.  This is 
because, in order to approve the project, the 
Navy required at least 200 feet of clearance for 
its larger ships to pass through and without a 
curve, the grade would be too steep to drive.  
Construction on the bridge was started in 1967 
and completed two years later at a cost of 47 
million dollars. To repay the construction fees 
a toll was put in place which forced our ferry 
services to come to close after 51 years in 
operation. Under California law, ferry boats 
are banned from operating within 10 miles of a 
toll crossing.  The construction bonds paid off 
in 1987, allowing ferry service to resume. 
However, the ferry no longer transports cars, it 
ferries people and bikes.  The first person to 
cross the bridge was the then California 

Governor, Ronald Reagan on August 3rd, 1969 
during the celebration of the 200th anniversary 
of the founding of San Diego. 
 

HOTEL DEL CORONADO -  

Looking to the right, past the end of Glorietta 
Bay, you will be able to see the Hotel Del 
Coronado. The hotel was opened in 1888 and 
was the first building west of the Mississippi 
river with electric lighting, which also powered 
the rest of Coronado. Although it was first 
intended for a fishing & hunting resort, it is 
known for hosting celebrities, royalty, US 
Presidents, famous authors, beach-loving 
guests from around the world, and some 
paranormal guests who refused to ever leave.  
The hotel has been featured in several films 
over the years and many books have been 
written here.  The Del even offers specialized 
bedding for cats and dogs and a gourmet room 
service menu for pets, prepared by their 
talented chefs.  In 1977, the Hotel Del was 
designated a National Historic Landmark. 

NAVAL AMPHIBIOUS BASE CORONADO (NAB) 
/ SILVER STRAND 

The land at the southern mouth of Glorietta 
Bay is Naval Amphibious Base Coronado, 
known as NAB. This base was established in 
1943 after the land was created from the 
dredging of the bay and added to already 
existing Silver Strand.  The base includes 5,500 
yards of Pacific Ocean and bayside beachfront 
used for special warfare training. This area 
here, along with 2,000 yards of Pacific Ocean 
beachfront on the Silver Strand, provide 
commands with 7,500 yards of expansive 
beaches, unique topography, and on-base 
facilities that offer a critical area for both land 
and sea special warfare training. This is the 
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only Naval Amphibious Base on the west coast 
and is the location of the Navy Special Warfare 
Command; and it the home of roughly 30 
special expeditionary and special warfare 
teams of the Pacific Fleet including the Nave 
SEALs, and the famed Navy Parachute Team, 
the Leap Frogs.  

NAVAL BASE SAN DIEGO (aka 32nd Street 
Naval Station) 

When we come about and return towards the 
bridge, is Naval Base San Diego on the right, 
known locally as 32nd St. Naval Station. This is 
the second largest Surface Ship base in the US 
Navy.  Only Norfolk, VA is larger. Naval Base 
San Diego is the principal homeport of the 
Pacific Fleet, consisting anywhere from 40-60 
Navy ships, Coast Guard cutters, Military 
Sealift Command logistical support platforms, 
as well as several research and auxiliary 
vessels. It is currently home to 213 individual 
commands, each having specific and 
specialized fleet support purposes. 

*Narrator to talk about different types of ships 
currently in port* 

NASSCO / BAE -  

After passing the Navy ships we see General 
Dynamics National Steel and Shipbuilding 
Company, or NASSCO for short. This is the 
largest ship building facility on the west coast 
of the US and has a long history of ship 
construction and repair for the military as well 
as commercial sector.  Its most famous 
commercial ship was the Exxon Valdez tanker, 
which completed construction in 1986, and 
then returned in 1989 for repairs after its 
famous accident and oil spill in Alaska. 

Next to NASSCO is BEA Systems.  BAE is a 
designer and manufacturer of complex surface 

ships, submarines, torpedo's, radars and 
command and combat systems.  They also 
provide ship repair, upgrades and maintenance 
and is a supplier of naval gun systems.  The 
large drydock is called the Pride of California 
and is 950 feet long, 160 feel wide and has a 
lifting capacity of 55,000 tops, making it the 
largest floating dry dock in the region.  To give 
you an idea of the actual size of this; BEA was 
able to dry-dock two US Navy 510-foot-long 
guided-missile destroyers at the same time.  
The tallest building in San Diego is only 500’ 
(One America Plaza). 

TENTH AVENUE MARINE TERMINAL -  

Back under the bridge and on the right is the 
Tenth Avenue Marine Terminal.  The Tenth 
Avenue and National City marine terminals are 
part of the Port of San Diego’s working 
waterfront, which generates billions of dollars 
annually for San Diego's regional economy.  
This facility here has a depth of 42’ feet and 
has both US Customs and Federal USDA 
inspection services onsite making it an ideal 
distribution facility for tenant like Dole. 

Behind the terminal building you can see the 
home of the San Diego Padres, Petco Park. The 
Padres opened their baseball season there in 
2004 and was the 2016 home of the MLB All-
Star Game.  In addition to the Padres, the park 
is also host to several concerts, Supercross and 
Monster Truck events each year. 

SAN DIEGO CONVENTION CENTER -  

The San Diego Convention Center is the long 
grey building with the rolling green windows, 
which represents the rolling of ocean waves. 
This has 2.5 million square feet of convention 
space. This is one of the 3 largest convention 
centers on the west coast of the U.S. This is 
also the location where Comic-Con holds its 
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annual convention, which brings over 135,000 
people through the weekend with a local 
economic impact of $90 million dollars. 

The area in front of the convention center is 
Fifth Avenue Landing.  This is a 12-slip 
superyacht marina able to accommodate 
personal yachts up to 300’ feet long.  So, next 
time you bring your boat into town, this could 
be the spot for you!  It is also one of the 
locations of Flagship’s ferry service to and from 
Coronado. 

HIGH RISE TOWERS / SEAPORT VILLAGE - 

San Diego has over 150 high-rises, mainly in 
this downtown area.  There are 37 of them 
that stand taller than 300’ feet but none are 
taller than 500’ as restricted in 1970’s by the 
FAA because of such a close proximity to San 
Diego’s single runway airport. The two dark 
towers are the Harbor Club condos, and the 
two mirrored silver towers are the San Diego 
Marriott Hotel and Marina (1355 rooms). The 
two towers that come to a point are the 
Manchester Grand Hyatt hotel (1625 rooms). 
During the 1990s, the city was compared to a 
"handful of tools in a scarcely stocked toolbox" 
because of the tool like points of several 
building.  Development in the late 1990s and 
2000s led to many new high-rises, mainly 
residential skyscrapers which has changed the 
skyline drastically in the last 20 years. 

Between the high-rises and our return to the 
dock is Seaport Village.  A waterfront shopping 
and dining complex along the waterfront.  
Here you can spend the day visiting more than 
70 shops, galleries, and eateries right on the 
San Diego waterfront. It is designed to be a 
car-free environment, with four miles (6 km) of 
winding paths rather than streets connecting 
the various buildings.  It is currently under 

redevelopment planning, with construction to 
begin approximately 2025 but will remain 
open until construction begins. 

G ST. MOLE -  

Commercial fishing has a long history in San 
Diego. The first cannery opened in 1909 and at 
one time San Diego was known as “The Tuna 
Capital of the World” with two of the countries 
three biggest tuna canneries being based right 
here along the Bay.   As the economics and 
environmental laws changed, many of the tuna 
boats and fishermen were forced to relocate 
to other countries. The fishing boats still here 
catch just enough to fill the needs of the local 
restaurants and fish markets including a public 
Saturday market on the pier in front of Seaport 
Village. 

UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER -  

The Fish Market is one of those restaurants 
supplied by the boats at Tuna Harbor.  
Between the Fish Market and the USS Midway, 
you can also see the 25 ft Kissing Statue 
officially known as “Unconditional Surrender” 
which recreates the famous embrace between 
a sailor and a nurse celebrating the end of 
World War II in New York's Times Square in 
1945.  The statue here is a bronze replica of 
the original statue that was on tour starting in 
Sarasota, Florida, then San Diego in 2007-2012 
and is now in New York City.  The replica was 
permanently placed in 2013. 

USS MIDWAY MUSEUM -  

Right above us is the bow of the USS Midway.  
The Midway opened in 2004 as a museum 
after decades of service to the US Navy.  By 
2010, she had already welcomed over 5 million 
visitors.  Their mission is to preserve the 
historic USS Midway and the legacy of those 
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who serve; Inspire and Educate future 
generations; and Entertain museum guests.  
Many of the volunteer docents aboard the 
Midway are retired Navy veterans who were 
once stationed aboard her.  The museum is 
open seven days a week from 10am – 5pm. 

Thank you for coming with us today on our trip 
around the southern section of San Diego Bay!  
I hope you had fun and gained some 
knowledge and history of our fair city. If you’ve 
enjoyed your time with us, we would love a 
review on Yelp where you can also receive a 
coupon for a future trip. If you didn’t, please let 
us know how we can make it right. When we 
dock, please deposit all trash in the receptacles 
provided on all decks. Please take a minute to 
look around you; do not forget to take all 
phones, cameras, purses, backpacks, and 
children with you. Once again, thank you and I 
will be on the dock as you leave if you have 
questions. 


